ra people to their prince, a prince 
s people, or mankind to one another? 


fpeech of Claudius Marcellus, ix ax- 
er to what bad been faid againft the 
dl. 
Lords, 
m forry to hear a bill branded with fo 
any hard names, which, in my opi- 
», is not only defigned, but abfolutely 
(lary, for fecuring our conititution a- 
pit the crown’s having a corrupt and 
ailing influence in both houfes of par- 
ent. It is faid to ftrike at the root 
bur conititution, by attacking both the 
rics of the people, and prerogatives 
e crown ; and it has been called the 
pring of party and faction, nurfed u 
and difcontent. ‘This isa 
ible defcription; but the direct contra- 
n every refpect happens to be really 
cale, as I hope I fhall be able to fhew, 
from the nature of the bill, and from 
hittory of fuch bills; fome of which 
the good luck to be paffed into laws, 
lome of thofe laws now, and I hope e- 
will, ftand unrepealed. 
n ancient times, my Lords, nay I may 
till after the reftoration, we had no 
for fuch bills. ‘The crown had 
tew lucrative employments to beftow ; 
P many of thofe it had at its diipofal, 
Bre {uch as were generally granted for life : 
Nequently, no miniiter could hope by 
®) means to gain, much lefs to preferve 
o“@MBOrrupt majority in either houfe of par- 
: ient; and the impoflibility of fuccefs 
ce vented their making any fuch attempt. 
had then no mercenary ftanding ar- 
a: or had the crown any lucrative mi- 
Commiflions to difpofe of. If an ar- 


= > 


was at any time raifed for foreign fer- 
¢, no oficer employed in that army 
upon his commifiion as an e- 
) Me for life: therefore, tho’ a commifii- 
in the army was looked upon as an ho- 
er, itwas never looked upon asa favour; 
on the contrary, thote landed Gen- 


men who had acquired a character in 
)“e'" country for conduét, courage, and 
RP ary knowledge, were often folicited 
accept of commiflions in the army which 
¢) ps Co be raifed ; and, when the fervice 
i Be over, they returned to live upon their 
t 
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eftates in the country, without being any 
farther charge to the publick. 

We had then, my Lords, but very few 
cuftoms, and no excifes ; confequently a 
minifter could not fpread his excifemen o- 
ver the whole kingdom, to influence cle- 
tions in counties, or to govern them in 
moft of our inland boroughs: and the fa- 
laries of our cuftomhoule-officers were fo 
trifling, that no man of any great chara- 
ter or fortune would accept of them; fo 
that fuch officers had but very little influ- 
ence in any of our feaport-towns. Nay, 
even the commiffions in our navy were 
fuch as were not at the difpofal of the 
crown, or fuch as could have no confider- 
able influence over thofe that accepted of 
them: for, while the cuftom of the crown’s 
being furnifhed with fhips of war by our 
fea-ports remained, the officers of the fhips 
were appointed by the magiflrates of the 
town where they were fitted out ; and, e- 
ven after the fhips began to be furnifhed 
at the publick charge, and all the oflicers 
appointed by the crown, a commiflion in 
the navy could not be looked on a3 a pro- 
vifion for life; becaufé, when the expe- 
dition was over, they were difmiffed, with- 


out any half-pay or other provifion. From _ 


whence it is plain, that a commiflion e1- 
ther in the land or fea fervice could then 
have no influence in parliament ; becaule 
the officers when employed in an expedi- 
tion, could not be there, and when they 
were not employed, they had nothing from 
the crown. 

But now, my Lords, the cafe is quite 
altered: The commiflions in our army 
and navy, the pofts in the collection of 
the publick revenue, and the other places 
in the difpofal of the crown, are become 
fo numerous and fo lucrative, that they 
muft have a great influence upon the mem- 
bers of the other houfe, if there be no re- 
ftraint upon the number of placemen al- 
lowed to have feats in that houfe. ‘This, 
I fay, muft be the canfequence, unlefs we 
can fuppofe, that men will judge and de- 
termine as impartially in a cafe where they 
are to get or lofe 5001. or 10001. a-year, 
as in a cafe where they are to get or lofe 
nothing by their judgment or determina~ 
tion; and, to fuppofe this, is fo contrary to 


the nature of mankind, and to the efta- 
blithed 


ae 
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blithed maxims of all focieties, that Iam confinement, nor the leaft reftraint progBanda 
{ure none of your Lordfhips will make any fed upon the power the King has () cers a 
fuch fuppofition. Parliaments, we know, pofe of offices or employments : he m we 
are defigned to be a check upon minifters; grant them as fully and freely as bx of peop! 
we likewile know, that almoft every poft he may even grant them tomembers he 
or place in the difpofal of the crown, is liament, notwithftanding any thing prop a f 
left to the arbitrary difpofal of minifters ; fed to be enaéted by this bill; and the meni broug 
and alfo we know, that no minifter ever ber may enjoy the office or employ incr: befo 
did, or ever will give a lucrative poft or granted to him ; only, if it be fuch «c@iMyal a 
employment toa man who oppofes his as is not excepted in this bill, he is no.gimed fuc 
meafures in parliament: from late expe- be rechofen. as odul 
rience we know, that fome of the higkeft Is this, my Lords, an infringement: Royal 
oflicers in the kingdom have been difmif- any prerogative of the crown ? Has \imted, a 
fed, for no other reafon but becaufe they King a power to tell the people whom tiqam™me in t 
difapproved of the meafures purfued by are to chufe, or whom they are not a fented 
our minifters, and had honour enough to chufe ? No, my Lords; but the leo MB long 
declare their difapprobation in parliament. ture has, and has already in many cggerante 


Can we then expe&t, my Lords, that the exercifed that power. The people arc ogmpung | 
other houfe will ever be acheck upon the ready by lawreftrained from chufing a maqggmyp ick 


conduét of our minifters, as long as there as their reprefentative, who is not polimm’c of 
is a majority in that houfe, who enjoy or fed of 600, or at leaft 300 1. a-year; qgmndaliz 
expect fome lucrative and honourable em- are already reftrained from chofing <ggmps and 
ployment from the benevolence of thofe man concerned in colleéting the pudgy men 


very miniflers? J fhall not fay, that in revenue: they are already reftrained fre “ offsp 
fuch a cafe the members would all be cor- chufing their High Sheriff to be their "Bt, if t 
rupt in their determinations ; but I will prefentative: and now they are to be Sims a di 


fay, that in many cafes. they would be bi- trained from chufing any placeman, \ gal a 
atled in their judgments, and thereby in- fide thofe excepted in this bill. ‘1 bs four n 
duced to approve of what in duty to their ‘tis true, a new reftraint 3 but it can qmmel hen 
country they ought to have rata more be faid to be an infringement of (HME Us, 
of, or to put a negative upon what in people’s liberties, than confining am n bil 


cuty to their country they ought to have man can be faid to be an infringemer' (Be par 
given their confent to. his liberty: for, if the people were "i ed by 
I'heretore, my Lords, if we intend mad, or fomething worfe, they never bil 


the other houfe fhould anfwer the end of chufe a man as the guardian of their ! oye Not 
its inflitution, by judging impartially, and ties, that muft either forfeit the lucra"t par! 
determining witely and juitly, in every poft he enjoys, or betray his truft to "er bil 
cafe that comes before them, we muft pafs nifters who can, and probably will take Mi | he 
this bill, oriuch a billas this ; or we muft  poft from him if he does not, and who bq he: 
pats a bill for taking from the crown the always by experience been found to be MMMBen a 
Cifpolal of thofe pofts and employments that greateft enemies to the liberties of the 
are neceilary forthe executive partofourgo- ple. 


de 


vernment: andfurclythofe Lordswhofeem — hope I have now made it appea’, " 


fo mighty jealous of any incroachment up- this bill is no infringement, either ©! ' 
onthe prerogauves of thecrown, willagree prerogatives of the crown, or the liber 
to the former rather than to the latter of of the ple ; but that, on the contr" 
theie two expedients. ‘The latter, I fhall itis abiolutely neceflary for preferving 
a. would be an infringement of one conititution, by preventing a minilte”’ a 
OF hole prerogatives now enjoyed by the and corrupt influence in parliament. 
tes ; but Il cannot for my life fee what fhall next proceed to examine the ©’! 
ry rormer has to do with the prerogatives of this and fuch like bills, in order © 
"tic crown, hor can T conceive how any whether they deferve to be called the “Mm 
one prerogative of the crown is to be in fpring of faction, nurfed up by fury ® b 

cat affected by this bill, There is no difeantent. ‘This, I know, my Lordi 
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tandal that has been thrown by mi- 
rs and their favourites upon all the 
we have for fecuring the liberties of 
people. The Habeas corpus bill was, 
he minifters of that time, reckoned 
a fattious bill, that, when it was 
mee brought in, the parliament was proro- 
| before it could be made ready for the 

Biya! affent ; the triennial bill was rec- 
a faétious bill, that K.William 
advifed by his minifters to refufe it 
Royal affent the firft feffion it was pre- 
meted, and would perhaps have done the 
me in the next feffion, if it had not been 
meiented to him very early in the feffion, 
me long before the neceflary fupplies were 
mee cranted; and the laws we have for pre- 
if ong penfioners and the collectors of our 
blick revenue from having feats in the 
Bic of Commons, have generally been 
dalized in the fame manner by mini- 
me: and their favourites: but all impar- 
ai! men will admit, that thofe bills were 

fe Oflspring of a true publick fpirit, and 
t, if they were nurfed by difcontent, it 
sa difcontent that proceeded from the 
gal and ‘oppreffive, or corrupt practices 
ur minifters. 


Mie! ben, with regard to the bill now be- 
{iiime us, I fhall grant, that this, or fome 
bill as this, has been often brought 
ent . © parliament, and has been as often op- 
emcee by minifters; but I never heard that 
sou! bills proceeded from faétion. What 
liber % Noble Lord meant by infinuating, that 
ni parliament was ever deftroyed by any 
o iim bill, is what I cannot comprehend : 
ket | hope he will not call the aflembly 
) Lag” here towards the endof K. Charles].’s 
be MB?" a parliament, or their felf-denying 
sence an act of parliament. That 


mbly had before, by means of their ar- 
, deitroyed the fubftance of our con- 
vuon; and no wonder fuch an army 
uld at laft deftroy the remaining fha- 
¥, efpecially after it began to be trou- 
lome to them, and hateful to the whole 
gdom. But, thank God! we have as 

f no fuch army to deal with, nor is the 
‘ee @Cter of this parliament as yet become 

ame cable among the people. We have 
¢ CRBC og to fear from the fwords of our ar- 

“lee > long as their chief officers are mem- 


: Of this or the other houfe of parlia- 
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ment; which this bill does not prevent. 
Their tongues only we have to fear, in 
cafe too great anumberof fubalterns fhould 


happen to be members of the other houfe. . 


This we ought to prevent ; and this eve- 
ry man of honour in the army will affilt 
us in preventing, efpecially fuch of them 
as have no hopes of becoming members 
of the other houfe ; which is by far the 
greateft part, and, I believe, by much the 
beft foldiers. 

We cannot therefore, my Lords, draw 
any argument from what happened in 
that pretended parliament which murder- 
ed their King, after having deftrayed the 
con{titution of their country ; and, as no 
fuch law as this has ever yet taken place, 
we cannot pretend to know, from expe- 
rience, any bad effect it will produce. But 
as feveral {uch bills have been brought in; 
as thofe bills were all brought in by thofe 
who by their conduct appeared to he 
friends to our conftitution, and oppofed 
by thofe who have always appeared to be 
its greateft enemies, I mean our minifters 
of ftate ; and as no inconvenience, but 
great benefit has accrued from that law 
which difables commiffioners and ofiicers 
of our cuitoms or excife from being mem- 
bers of the other houfe, experience mutt 
give us a favourable opinion of this bill. 
Can it be faid, that in the year 1693 we 
were influenced by any faétious difcon- 
tents ? and yet inthat year, fuch a bill as 
this, which was intitled, 4 47// touching 
free and proceedings in parliament, 
pafled both houfes, but by the advice of 
the minifters was refufed the Royal affent, 
as feveral others had been during the be- 
guining of that reign. Can it be fuppo- 

ed, that in the year 1701 we were go- 
verned by any factious difcontents ? and 
yet in the act of fettlement then paffed, 
there was an exprefs claufe for excluding 
all placemen from having feats in the 
‘houfe of Commons, after the fettlement 
then eftablifhed fhould take place ; which 

claufe met with the approbation, not only 

of both houfes of parliament, but of the 

crown itfelf. And furcly no man will de- 

rogate fomuch from the known courage of 
K. William, as to fay, that he would have 
allowed himfelf to be bullied, by any fa- 
tion or party, into a regulation which 
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he thought would firike at the root of our 

conftitution. ‘Thirclaule, ’tistrue, was 

afterwards in the Queen’s time repealed 5, 
but I with the Noble Peers who were the 

promoters of that repeal, had contidered 

a little more their own charatters, as well 

as the conititation of their country: for, 

if they had, they might perhaps have 

made fome fuch exceptions as are con- 

tained in this bill; but, I am fure, they 

would never have agreed to, and much 

lefs propofed a general and abfolute re- 

al of that claufe. 

ven now, my Lords, we may be liable 
tofome difcontents ; but, if we are, they 

are far from being fa¢tious difcontents : 

they are mott juititiable difcontents: they 
are fuch as have been occafioned by mea- 
fures which have brought this nation 1n- 
to difgrace, and Europe to the brink of 
deftruction ; meatures which could not 
have been carried on, if fuch a law as this 
had been in being ; and meafures which 
our lateft poilerity may have caufe to 
Joad with imprecations. If many Gentle- 
men of the other houfe, and perhaps fome 
of your Lordihips, had not been biaffed 
in your judgments by the honourablé or 
lucrative employments poileffed or ex- 
pected, it is impoffible to fuppofe, that 
parliaments would have approved of mea- 
dures, the fatal confequences of which 
were foemphatically foretold at the time, 
and have finee been fo fully verified by 
the event: therefore the bill now before 
us cannot be fuppoied to proceed from 
faction or fury, but from a true regard to 
our conftiruton, and a well grounded 
Jealoufy of a mineral corrupt influence 
M parliament, 

It feems to bea misfortune, that fome 
of your Lordfl po cin never properly di- 
finguifh bewween the crown and the mi- 
miiters of the crown, which often brings 


confufton into our Cebates; and yet there 

isn Pun that diftin€tion 
has been made by our conflitution. The 
Crown Ought certainly to be a check up- 
mintiters, and all thofe employ- 
ne executive part of our govern- 


not y the duty, but the 
Intercit of the ning, to take care, or to 
have care taken, that none of thofe he 


mploys thall make a bad ufe of the power 
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he intrufts them with, or the confideng ned, 
he repofes in them: but this is too « Dw « 
tenfive a tafk for any King whatioeve, Dur ¢ 
efpecially the King of fuch a large aaj d of 
populous kingdom as this is ; and thes app 
fore, by our conftitution, the King i: Rae be 
be aflifted in the performance of this ci fha 
ty by his parliament. We are never y fe 
inquire into the conduct of our fovere::r,meht 
our conftitution tells us he can co m hout 
wrong: but, by his appointment, \ ps fut 
are to examine the conduct of his mi ity ¢ 
fters and counfellors ; and it is his inte a dif 
reft that we fhould faithfully and impz uitice 
tially perform this duty. If the major ea: 
ty of the other houte fhould coniit¢ pole, 
thofe employed by the crown in the ce an 
cutive part of our government, wou: ula 
not they then be both judge and parts n hi 
Is it then poffible to fuppofe, that juci: ary, 
houle of parliament would faithfully ar: y a 
impartially perform this duty to their fe a: 
vereign? ‘To prevent this impoflibility, vent! 
the defign of this bill. It fets up no ii: ion, 
dard of divifion between the crown 2% pable 
the parliament, but is calculated for pt m be 
venting the parliament’s being engage: ! uld f 
an intereft, not only feparate from, 
oppofite to the intereft of the crow’, 
mean that ofa guilty minifter ; and thetgjm™mer h 
fore | mutt beg leave to fay, that, in" ty ye 
opinion, whoever argues againit this ye an. 
argues againit the intereft, the glory, “mee it 
the happinets of his fovereign. aa 
Iam furprifed, my Lords, to nor 
faid in this houfe, that, in order to &! rhes 
Lord High Admiral, or a Lord Hig ach 
‘Treafurer, it is neceflary for a man ys pr 


firitan under-clerk inthe office. At 
rate none of your Lordfhips could ever ne; ¢ 


capable of being in any of thefe hig? luch 
fices, no norany of your pofterity ; ™ m fer 
vet both thefe high offices have ofimmpntlen 
been moft worthily filled, and mioft g0 
executed by fome of your ancettors, lion | 
out having ever before had an oppo! per 
to learn any thing of the intricate * pate 
of thofe offices. Fromexperience we 
re 


that moft of our great offices ma) "Ra 
executed by men who, from thei ° f 
and quality, could never defcend 

as to be a clerk in the office ; and ung 
fuch men, I believe, the duty of to: 
fice will always be more faithfully * 
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med, than it would be, fhould a little 
pw of an under-clerk be raifed by the 
pur of a prime minifter, to be at the 
d of the office; which is not unlikely 
B@happen, if no fuch bill as this fhould 
Meer be pafled intoa law. 

a {hall grant, my Lords, that in the 
ny few Gentlemen are made, or indeed 
ht to be made Colonels or Generals, 
hout having firft been Captains, or per- 
ps fubalterns; not becaule of their inca- 
ity or ignorance, but becaufe it would 
® a difcouragement to the fervice, and an 
Buitice to thofe inferior officers who 
rea title to be advanced. But can we 
Mppole, that any Gentleman who 

ja mind to raife himfelf in the army, 
uld throw up his commiffion rather 
n his feat in parliament? Or is it ne- 
fury, that a young Gentleman of fa- 
y and fortune fhould be in the other 
fe as {oon as he comes of age, and con- 


maion, before he can well be fuppofed 
die to govern himfelf? ‘This is fo far 
m being neceffary, that, I believe, it 
uld be happy for the nation to have a 
mpe!ation made, that no man fhould be 
mp2 dle of being chofen a member of the 
her houfe, till after his being thirty or 
ty years of age ; and therefore it is with 
an argument in favour of this bill, 
t it would prevent the other houfe’s 
ng filed with young Gentlemen, who 
nore fond of a cockade than of the 
rues of their country. 
mech Gentlemen, my Lords, will al- 
me) prefer their having a commiilion in 
ie <rmy to their having a feat in parlia- 
® nt; confequently, this bill will prevent 
me ich Gentlemen of family and fortune 
A m ferving in the army : andas to thofe 
“@e"lemen of family and fortune who 
| good fenfe and true honcur, an ex- 
ae00 from parliament will be an encou- 
for them to ferve in the army, 
pe “7 they may then expect to meet 
oof” juftice in the army, without being 
to purchafe it by betraying their 
"try, and facrificing their conicience 
‘“aThament ; whereas, fhould a prime 
uiter refolve to keep a numerous army 


F 
i 


‘ys in pay, and a powerful fquadron 
‘ys in Commiffion, not for overawing 
“cating the enemies of his country at 
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uently have a fhare in governing the 


Itt 


fea or in the field, but for defeating all 
oppofition to his meafures in parliament, 
andall inquiries into hisconduct, no’Gentle- 
man of family or fortune could expect 
common juttice, either in our army or na- 
vy, unlefs he fhould, by means of his fa- 
mily or fortune, get himtelf chofena mem- 
ber of parliament, and there vote in eve- 
ry cafeaccording tothe miniiter’s direction. 
If this fhould ever happen, I am fure no 
Gentleman of family and fortune, who 
had any honour, would accept, or could 
long keep a commiflion in our navy or ar- 
my ; and as to thoie who have no honour, 
Jet their family or fortune be what it will, 
T am fure the moft wicked and enterprifing 
miniiter can more fafely rely upon thei 
for his protection, than their country cam 
truft to them for its relief. 

Thus, my Lords, it is evident, that, if 
we intend to encourage Gentlemen of ho- 
nour as well as family and fortune to en- 
ter themfelves in our army, or on board 
our fleet, we muft pafs this bill ; and this 
feems now to be the more neceflary, be- 
caufe we have a more numerous army of 
Britith fubjeéts on foot, and a greater num- 
ber of men of war in commiflion, than we 
ever had fince we have had any thing like 
a ftanding army, or any thing like a Roy- 
al navy. What advantage they may reap 
for their country, I do not know: I am 
fure, they are a great expence to it; and 
I am afraid we fhall never get free of any 
great fhare of that expence, if this bill ts 
not paffed into a law; tor, whilft our law 
ftands as it does at prefent, 1 am convin- 
ced the number and influence of the offi- 
cers of our army and navy will be every day 
increafing in parliament. 

I hope I have now fhewn, my Lords, 
that this bill, if pafled into a law, mutt in 
every refpect contribute to the fecurity of 
our liberties; that our liberties muft falla 
facrifice to a minillerial corrupt influence 
in parliament, or to the ambition and a- 
varice of men of no fortune or no honour 
in our army, if it is not pafled into a laws 
and that every objection made aginit it, 
appears to be an argument for it. But of 
all the objections that have been made, I 
am moft furprifed at its being faid, that 
this bill will be a bad compliment to his 
Majeity, becaule we are to take from him 
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he thought would firike at the root of our he intrufts them with, or the confideng 
confitution. ‘This claule, 'tistrue, was he repofes in them: but this is too ex 
afterwards in the Queen’s time repealed 5 tenfive a tak for any King whatioeve, 
but T with the Noble Peers who were the efpecially the King of fuch a large au 
promoters of that repeal, had confidered populous kingdom as this is 5 and ther 
a little more their own charaéters, as well fore, by our conftitution, the King isn 
as the conititution of their country: for, be affifted in the performance of this c 
if they had, they might perhaps have ty by his parliament. We are never: 
made fome fuch exceptions as are con- inquire into the conduét of our fovereign; 
tained in this bill; but, Iam fure, they our conftitution tells us he can co m 
would never have agreed to, and much wrong: but, by his appointment, WwW 
lefs propofed a general and abfolute re- are to examine the conduct of his min 
peal of that claute. — fters and counfellors ; and it is his int 
ven now, my Lords, we may be liable reft that we fhould faithfully and impy 
tofome difcontents ; but, if weare, they tially perform this duty. If the majong 
are far from being faétious difcontents: ty of the other houfe fhould coniite 
they are mott justifiable difcontents: they thofe employed by the crown in the oem 
are fuch as have been occafioned by mea- cutive part of our government, woul 
fures which have brought this nation in- not they then be both judge and party! 
to difgrace, and Europe to the brink of Is it then poffible to fuppofe, that tuch ia 

deftruction ; meafures which could not houfe of parliament would faithfully «i 
have been carried on, if fuchalawas this impartially perform this duty to their 
had been in being ; and meafures which vereign? ‘To prevent this impoflibility, ' 
our Inteft poilerity may have caufe to the defign of this bill. It fets up no toga 

Joad with imprecations. If many Gentle- dard of divifion between the crown 24% 
men of the other houfe, and perhaps fome_ the parliament, but is calculated for pi 

of your Lordihips, had not been biaffed venting the parliament’s being engage" %. 
in your judgments by the honourablé or an intereft, not only feparate from, bat 
lucrative employments potleffed or ex- oppofite to the intereft of the crown, 
pected, it is impoffible to fuppofe, that mean that of a guilty minifter ; and theta 
perliaments would have approved of mea- fore I muft beg leave to fay, that, in” 
dures, the fatal confequences of which Opinion, whoever argues againtt this bu 
were foemphatically foretold atthe time, argues againit the intereft, the glory, # 
and have fince been fo fully verified by the happineis of his fovereign. 
the event: therefore the bill now before — Iam furprifed, my Lords, to het 
ws cannot be fuppofed to proceed from faid in this houfe, that, in order to bx 
faction or fury, bat fromatrue regard to Lord High Admiral, or a Lord Hi 
our conftitution, and a well grounded ‘Treafurer, it is neceflary for aman (0! 
Jealoufy of a minifterial corrupt ifluence _firftan under-clerk inthe office. At 
pariament, rate none of your Lordthips could ever 
It feems to he a misfortune, that fome capable of being in any of thefe hig®' 
'ps CaM never properly di- fices, no nor any of your pofterity 
inguith Beaween the crown and the mi- yet both thefe high offices have o 
milters of the crown, which often brings been moft worthily filled, and nioft ¢ 
confulion into our Cebates; and yet there executed by fome of your anceftors, ¥ 
lain than th it diftinétion out having ever before had an opportu 
by confitution. The to learn any thing of the intricate reat 
certainly to be a check up- of thofe offices. Fromexperience we 
On all its mintiters, and all thofeemploy- that moft of ices may | 
ed in the executive part of of our great offices ™ 
de: our executed by men who, from their 
intereit of the Kino. A ut the and quality, could never defcend 
have care t ken the office 5 and 
employs thall make a bad fe of thofe he fuch men, T believe, the duty of th 
rad ule of thepower fice will always be more faithfully 
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ed, than it would be, fhould a little 
bw of an under-clerk be raifed by the 
r of a prime minifter, to be at the 
i of the office; which is not unlikely 
Mepappen, if no fuch bill as this fhould 
Mer be paffed intoa law. 
fhall grant, my Lords, that in the 
by few Gentlemen are made, or indeed 
ht to be made Colonels or Generals, 
out having firft been Captains, or per- 
sfubalterns ; not becaufe of their inca- 
ity or ignorance, but becaufe it would 
la difcouragement to the fervice, and an 
ftice to thofe inferior officers who 
ea titleto be advanced. But can we 
pofe, that any young Gentleman who 
8 a mind to a himfelf in the army, 
ld throw up his commiffion rather 
his feat in parliament? Or is it ne- 
ary, that a young Gentleman of fa- 
y and fortune fhould be in the other 
hfe as foon as he comes of age, and con- 
uently have a fhare in ore. the 
ion, before he can well be fuppofed 
ble to govern himfelf ? ‘This is fo far 
being neceffary, that, I believe, it 
ld be happy for the nation to have a 
lation made, that no man fhould be 
able of being chofen a member of the 
tr houfe, till after his being thirty or 
y years of age ; and therefore it is with 
an argument in favour of this bill, 
t it would prevent the other houfe’s 
ng filled with young Gentlemen, who 
incre fond of a cockade than of the 
rties of their country. 
buch Gentlemen, my Lords, will al- 
ys prefer their having a commijlion in 
army to their having a feat in parlia- 
nt ; confequently, this bill will prevent 
uch Gentlemen of family and fortune 
y ; ferving in the army andas to thofe 
ve oft tlemen of family and fortune who 
oft di ¢ good fenfe and true honour, an ex- 
5, WP On from parliament will be an encou- 
or (ume ment for them to ferve in the army, 
they may then expect to meet 
juftice in the army, without being 
ay Wimpeed to purchafe it by betraying their 
pir Dry, and facrificing their 
(o ; whereas, fhould a prime 
uf iter refolve to keep a numerous army 
the WY YS in pay, and a powerful fquadron 
ly Commiffion, not for overawing 
orifmmme’'C8ting the enemies of his country at 
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fea or in the field, but for defeating all 
oppofition to his meafures in parliament, 
andall inquiries into hisconduét, no Gentle- 
man of family or fortune could expec 
common juftice, either in our army or na- 
vy, unlefs he fhould, by means of his fa- 
mily or fortune, get himtelf chofena mem- 


ber of parliament, and there vote in eve- 


ry cafe according tothe minitter’s direQtion. 
If this fhould ever happen, I am fure no 
Gentleman of family and fortune, who 
had any honour, would accept, or could 
long keep a commiffion in our navy or ar- 
my ; and as to thofe who have no honour, 
let their family or fortune be what it will, 
I am fure the moft wicked and enterprifing 
miniiter can more fafely rely upon them 
for his protection, than their country can 
truft to them for its relief. 

Thus, my Lords, it is evident, that, if 
we intend to encourage Gentlemen of ho- 
nour as well as family and fortune to en- 
ter themfelves in our army, or on board 
our fleet, we muft pafs this bill; and this 
feems now to be the more neceflary, be- 
caufe we have a more numerous army of 
Britith fubjeéts on foot, and a greater num- 
ber of men of war in commitlion, than we 
ever had fince we have had any thing like 
a ftanding army, or any thing like a Roy- 
al navy. What advantage they may reap 
for their country, I do not know: J am 
fure, they are a great expence to it; and 
I am afraid we fhall never get free of any 
great fhare of that expence, if this bill ts 
not paffed into a law; for, whilft our law 
ftands as it does at prefent, 1 am convin- 
ced the number and influence of the offi- 
cers of our army and navy will be every day 
increafing in parliament. 

I hope I have now fhewn, my Lords, 
that this bill, if pafled into a law, muft in 
every refpect contribute to the fecurity of 
our liberties ; that our liberties muft falla 
facrifice to a minilterial corrupt influence 
in parliament, or to the ambition and a- 
varice of men of no fortune or no honour 
in our army, if it is not pafled into a law 5 
and that every objection made ag@init it, 
appears to be an argument for it. But of 
al the objections that have beeu made, I 
am moft furprifed at its being faid, that 
this bill will be a bad compliment to his 
Majefty, becaule we are to taxe from _ 
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the power of difpofing of places and jud- has been fo, publick juftice requires, th : 
of merit. Can this objeétion be made the conduét of fuch a minifter fhould 
by any Lord who has read the bill? Does fully and ftritly inquired into, that yam 
it in the leaft diminifh his Majefty’s power may be condignly punifhed if guilty, a 
of difpofing of places or judging of merit? his charaéter cleared from fufpicion if aff 
may not he, notwithitanding this bill, nocent; and when in the courfe of tig 
grant a place to any member of parlia- inquiry it appears, that he has been ‘o cui 
ment he thinks fit? As the law now Rands, ning as to prevent its being poflible to wifi 

fach member mutt be rechofen; and I ry it on with effeét by the laws in being 
have fhewn, that the people ought in moft fuch new laws ought to be made a: mi 
cafes to be reftrained from rechufing him, appear neceflary for attaining that nj 
becaule, if they were not mad, they would That there is a general fafpicion aap 
not do fo; for, 1 am fure, no man can be our late minifter, I believe no man can! 
a proper guardian of their liberties, whofe ignorant who has ever been in any coffagi 
chief fubfiftence, as well as his hopes of houfe, or other place of publick refort iia 

future advancement, may probably de- quented by thofe who dare avow the fil 

pend upon his betraying them: [fay, no timentsof their heart ; and, from the fag 
fuch man ought to be chofen or rechofen of the bill, which we now find has been: 

by the people, unlefs he be a man of a jected by the other houfe, I am convinces 
greater and more eftablifhed chara&er that thofe fufpicions are well grouncc 
than any clerk of an office, or inferior of- for it is impoflible to fuppofe, that {uct 
ficer of our army or navy, can be fuppo- bill would have met with fuch an oppo 
fed to be. ‘The bill is therefore no in- tion in this houfe, or fuch a fate in thee 
fringement of the prerogatives of the ther, if the conduct of our late minilter: 
crown, or liberties of the people; it has been blamelefs. 
always been a favourite bill of thofe who _Ass the nature and the neceffity of t! 
were for fecuring our conilitation againft bill were fully explained, and mace ¢v 
the defigns of ambitious princes or wicked dent toa majority of this houfe, in the¢ 
minifters ; and, as I glory in being one of bates that happened upon it here, | bh! 
thofe, I fhall moft heartily concur in ha- no occafion to repeat what was faid ug 
ving it paffed into a law. either. The bill was fhewn to be of 4 
Ghe debate upon the motion made inthe houfe a nature as could do no prejudice ‘0 7 
of Commons, May 27. to refolve, That the innocent man; and it was demonic 
rds refufing to concur with the Com- to a majonity at leaft of this houte, ye 
mons of Great Britain, in an indemnifi- without fuch a bill s being pafied o 
canon neceflary to the effectual carrying law, it would be impoflible for our (Oa 
on the inquiry then depending in parlia- peerage make any difcovery, a ; 
ment, was an obitruction to juftice, and of thofe crimes, which, from the se 
might prove fatal to the liberties of this cy of fome of the perfons examin¢? 
nation.—See the bifory of this motion, and them, there is too good a eg 

of the indemnification bill, which gave rife fuppofing to have been committed. 
ro it, May Mag. 1742, p. 240. The in- therefore evident, that by this bill's 
demnifcation-bili, the debate upon the motion rejected by the other houfe, the cour” 
Sor committing it, the Lords protef? on its be- our inquiry 1s cbitrutted, and the pe " 
ing rejecied, remarks on the prote/l, and ob- for this feflion at leaft, difappointed 
fervations on the remarks, are in the Ma- jultice they had a right to expect from f 
fazines for June, July, Augui end Sep. liament. But this is not all: The 
tember 1742. fee of this be 
uences, Which, in a twofold reipec',” 
ef L. Virginius. be dangerous to our conftitution. 
make the people begin to defpife 

lew the nation has been op- ments, and defpair of ever meeting * 
any relief from them, and it wil! 
sedminitter, orwhen there isa all muinifte daring in © 

general {ulpicion among the people that ic atte? 
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pts to overturn the freedom and in- 
indency of parliament. If any mini- 
hould ever fucceed in fuch an attempt, 
people would certainly, in a very fhort 
, have reafon to defpife parliaments : 
they would probably join with the 
» in laying them entirely afide ; for 
bfolute government, without any form 
Mempberty, is certainly better and more to- 
le, than a government fupported by 
fiembly of men, who, under pretence 
simmeing the guardians of publick liberty, 
me cvery opportunity to betray it, and 
time for nothing but that of making the 
more expenfive, and the 
more arbitrary. 
fe c have, it is true, in this feffion made 
Meee (eps towards preventing this fatal 
Sequence. Our having eftablifhed a fe- 
ms committee ; our having named of that 
mittee a fet of Gentlemen moft of 
ip were generally approved of by the 
meee ; and our having paffed the indem- 
fame og bill for rendering their inquiry ef- 
ual, are proofs that we were in earn- 
But I wifh our endeavours had been 
sc vigorous and fpeedy ; for, confider- 
that we might have eafily forefeen and 
ented what has now come to pafs, I 
afraid, left the people thould fufpect 
integrity of our intentions. They ma 
aps imagine, that we knew our inqui- 
ould be ineffe€tual without an indem- 
g bill for encouraging accomplices 
mepccome informers ; and that we delay- 
he bringing in and paffing that bill, 
after we had the mutiny-bill, 
granted all the fupplies, that it might 
ately rejected by the other houfe. Such 
ppofition may at this time be the more 
bably made, becaufe it is well known, 
‘ome bills have been lately paffed in 
houfe without oppofition, and perhaps 
n the concurrence of fome who were in 
t hearts againft the bill, for no other 
lon, but becaufe they were fure of the 
> being rejeéted by the other houfe. 
am far from faying, Sir, that there is 
real ground for fuch fufpicions ; but 
; are fuch as may be entertained, and 
y are fuch as we ought, in duty to our- 
es, and for the fake of the charaéter of 
ailembly, to endeavour to prevent. 


fefion we ganuot, think, jag a 
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ny other method for preventing it, than — 


by declaring openly our fentiments of the 
bill’s being rejected by the other houfe ¢ 
and therefore I have prepared a motion, 
in which [ cannot doubt of having the 
concurrence of the houfe. _ I know [ am 
not to expect the concurrence of thofe who 
declared againft the bill, even when it was 
paffing thro” this houfe ; but, as it was in 
every ftep carried by a majority, and as 
every Gentleman, who was a real and fin- 
cere friend to the bill, mutt be of opinion, 
that the rejecting of it is an obftruéction 
to juftice, and of the moft dangerous con- 
fequence to our liberties, I fhall, and I 
think I may with hopes of fuccefs move 
you to refolve, “‘’ That the Lords refufing 
to concur with, &¥c. [as above.]” 


The fpeech of L. Junius Brutus. 
Mr Prefident, 


Hope no man doubts of my inclinati- 
on, or my fincerity, in carrying on the 
inquiry that has been fet on foot, or in be- 
ing a friend to any thing that has been 
propofed for rendering it effectual ; and 
et I cannot agree with the Noble Lord 
in the motion he has been pleafed to make 
to you, becaufe I think it has a very dif- 
ferent tendency. In my opinion, it would 
bring on an immediate diffolution of our 
prefent form of government ; for, after 
our agreeing to {uch a motion, I fhould 
expect, that the next motion would be, 
to vote the other houfe ufelefs, and that 
it ought therefore to be laid afide. I dif- 
approve as much as any man can do of 
the conduct of the other houfe, in rejeé- 
ing the indemnifying bill we fent up to 
them, becaufe [ thought fuch a bill necef- 
fary for obtaining juitice to a nation that 
has, in my opinion, been posty injured ; 
but, tho’ I difapprove of the conduct of 
the other houfe in this particular, I do 
not for that reafon think it ought to be 
laid afide, or that we have any right to 
pafs a cenfure upon it. The Lords are ge- 
nerally called the upper houfe of parlia- 
ment ; and, tho” it is not from thence to 
be inferred that they are fuperior to us, 
et it mut be allowed, that they are quite 
independent, and have as good a right to 
refule any bill we fend to them, as we 


% rgfufe any they fend to aid 
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